
Shadow Mountain Farm --- Winter News 2018 

Happy New Year everyone! 

It is the 7th day of below freezing temperatures, meaning it has not been above freezing AT 

ALL!!! Unusual for where we live, thank goodness! I actually don’t mind the sunny, cold days, 

and am just grateful we did not get the abundant snow and ice like many others did. There is 

something nice to me about bundling up in my warmest layers, accomplishing my chores, and 

coming back to the cozy warmth of the fire in my log cabin (Trudy, Annie Sue, and Remington 

would agree about the warm fire!) 

Feeding is an extra big chore in below freezing temps. My outdoor farm routine takes almost 4 

hours. The horses get extra feed and hay, as do the goats, chickens, dogs and cats. Water is the 

biggest challenge, as I have to turn the water off to the barn in this weather, or the pipes will 

freeze. There is water at the Critter Field, and I have to make several trips with full buckets from 

there to the barn, ALL UPHILL!!! The Christmas campers got to experience that, but one good 

thing is that the exercise warms you up quick! (And keeps you fit!) Luckily my horses do have 

the creek, and it never has frozen solid, so thankful for it. AND hooray, it is going to get above 

freezing tomorrow! 

My biggest news since summer camp ended is that I adopted a wild mustang on August 1st, and 

brought him home on September 21. I could write a book on our adventure thus far, and just 

about have on Facebook, with videos and pictures. I know some of you have been following his 

story. And if you have not, can go to my FB page and see it all from the very beginning!  

I named him Banner, and he is a yearling, rounded up on May 11, 2017 with his herd in 

Antelope Valley , Nevada. He is an adorable sorrel (chestnut), with a blaze. The Bureau of Land 

Management, BLM, has internet adoptions, and that is where I bid on Banner, tag #3689, at the 

time. I waited until the last 3 hours of the auction, so I could pick a mustang that nobody else 

was bidding on, in order to help one out that would otherwise not get a home. That lucky one 

turned out to be #3689, Banner, my little wild guy!!! And our journey began. 

I have been interested in adopting a mustang ever since I was a child, when the BLM first began 

the adoption program. So I have followed my heart, and chose to live out my dream, all these 

years later. Banner has consumed much of my time and thoughts, and is now a gentled 

mustang due to my efforts, love, and commitment.  Again, if you are interested in seeing and 

reading about our journey, go to my FB page, as it is in much more detail then I can go into in 

this newsletter! 

I am going to end with that, so I can go put another log on the fire! Keep warm, and I am 

looking forward to seeing you in 2018! Until then, Just say “NEIGH”!!! 


