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Spring News – 2016 

Hello! 

Happy Spring! Is it already May? Where did April go?!  I usually get this letter out in April, but it came 

and went so fast. I am sure you are all happy about that, because now you are almost out of school, if 

not already. 

The horses are back out in the green, spring fields, so they are very content, munching away on the lush 

grass. Of-course I monitor their abilities to eat it, by switching them around to different pastures, so 

none of the chunky ones founder. They have all pretty much finished shedding their fluffy, winter coats, 

in trade for their sleek, summer ones. 

The Shadow Mountain herds have merged, so no more Big Herd and Little Herd. The Little Herd first 

originated when I got StarBoy as a 5 month old foal, and he was too small and inexperienced in the way 

of horses to put in with all the big guys. That was 11 years ago. I chose Salina to keep him company, thus 

the makings of the Little Herd. The horses in the Little Herd changed some over the years, but there 

were never more than 5 horses, and StarBoy was always one of them. StarBoy, Little Bo, and Jabar  were 

the constants, and became great friends. 

I have been wanting to merge the horses  for the past couple years, but felt the Big Herd at 22 plus 

Pedro was enough horses in one group without adding 4 more (StarBoy, Jabar, Bo, and Birdie). Sadly, 

Andante passed away last summer, then I recently sold Cochise and Pawnee, so I decided the time had 

come. It will be a lot easier dealing with them all in one group, and StarBoy won’t have to wear his 

grazing muzzle because now I can regulate his eating more. I said it “will” be a lot easier because we are 

still in the establishing procedures of the pecking order, which can be somewhat hectic ( especially since 

I brought in a new horse, Belle)! Right now Zephyr is trying to maintain leadership, but I have a feeling 

Jabar and StarBoy will rise above him. Luckily, they rule out of popularity and friendship (other horses 

just like them) which makes for a more peaceful  herd, rather than one that is ruled by aggression. We 

humans are the same way, come to think of it! Andante was always a peaceful, well-liked, and respected 

leader. The herd was very “lost” for a while after he died. 

Two things I mentioned above that you are probably curious about: 

1. I hardly ever sell horses, but decided to sell Cochise and Pawnee because I had originally gotten 

them as endurance horses, not really camp horses. My endurance endeavors have been focused 

on Rain, and I am enjoying concentrating on just one horse, instead of trying to keep 3 or 4 in 

shape for the sport. That put Cochise and Pawnee out of a job, and they are too young and 

athletic to do nothing. I wanted to sell them together, as they are good friends, and was able to 

do so to a perfect home. A second year UT vet student bought them. Her favorite breed is the 

Arabian/Appaloosa, and she plans on getting them back into shape and doing endurance. She is 

thrilled with them, and I am thrilled they have such a wonderful new owner! 
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2. Belle, the new mare, I have had for 2 weeks. She is an unregistered TN Walking Horse and a 

beautiful buckskin color. I have never owned a  buckskin. She is 15 hands and 8 years old. She 

likes to go, but is totally controllable, and very trustworthy. She is SUPER sweet on the ground, 

much like Birdie, my other TN Walker mare. She will be an awesome camp horse, and I have 

already enjoyed riding her in the mountains. So far Little Bo is her best friend. He fell in love 

with her instantly and follows her around like a puppy. Bo is still very much friends with his long 

time buds, StarBoy and Jabar, and they continue to have a tight friendship even in the Big Herd. 

Poor Little Bo is kind of wimpy when it comes to standing up for himself, but Jabar is right there 

if another horse tries to mess with him. Jabar has his back, and it is very endearing. 

 

The process of summer camp preparations has already begun, and 1
st

 Session will be here before you 

know it! If you have been meaning to sign up, and just haven’t gotten around to it, call me for session 

availability or suitability. As of right now, all sessions still have some space. 

 

Oh, I almost forgot, Shadow Mountain Farm is now on Facebook. You can go to my website and there is 

a FB link, or you can just search for it. It is in my name, Betsey Knight, not as SMF. There are lots of 

pictures, including ones of the new mare, Belle. If you are on Facebook, send me a friend request! 

 

Have a good end to the school year, and I look very much forward to seeing you this summer, as do all 

the critters here at Shadow Mountain!!! Until then, Just say “NEIGH”!!! 

  


