
Shadow Mountain Farm 

Spring News – 2014 

Happy Spring Everyone! 

  It feels especially nice this year after such a cold winter. Though, I have to admit, I actually 

enjoyed the cold. Bundling up and facing the elements to take care of the horses, and other 

animals, was kind of exciting, challenging, and rewarding. I know the 23 horses and 1 donkey 

are happier with the spring weather, though, especially because it means, “Grass time!” After 6 

months of eating dry hay, fresh, green grass is much appreciated, as you can tell by their gleeful 

entry into the pastures they have not been allowed in since last October. Their galloping, 

bucking, head tossing happiness makes me feel warm and satisfied inside. Life is good! 

  It will be time for summer camp before you know it! The Camp House has received a major 

renovation over the winter. It all started when we realized some pesky termites were eating 

away at the floor. 70% of the floor had to be replaced, joists and all, which also resulted in new 

carpet and linoleum, everywhere but in the rec-room (the termites did not get there since it is 

on a concrete slab). There is also a new green metal roof taking the place of the old shingle one. 

And my Mom is making new curtains for the kitchen and some of the bedrooms (horsey prints 

of-course). Finding horse fabric these days is easy and fun because there are hundreds of 

choices on line. It all looks great, and most importantly will keep the Camp House going for 

many more years of SMF fun. 

   I rode a lot throughout the cold winter (I am definitely not just a fair weather rider), and even 

more so now in the spring. I went to an endurance ride in South Georgia back in mid-February, 

and rode Rain in her first 50 miler (we had done one 25 and one 30 in the past). She did great, 

remained energetic, drank lots of water, and I never had to ask her to go the entire 50 miles. In 

fact, a good part of the time, I spent trying to convince her to slow down and pace herself. She 

REALLY does like to GO, which is obviously a desirable trait for an endurance horse. I really like 

to ride her because she seems to be having so much fun. We both share the same joy in going 

down the trail. The 50 miler brought her to a new level of fitness, and when I ride her now, I 

swear she thinks she can fly!  I am taking her and StarBoy to Biltmore the first weekend in May 

to do a 55 on Rain and a 25 on StarBoy, looking forward to it. I love to ride at Biltmore, it feels 

like you are in a magical fairytale, with the castle-like house and manicured grounds. It seems 

like a “knight in shining armor” should come riding by on his magnificent white horse! 

   All sessions of summer camp still have space, so if you have not gotten around to signing up 

yet, there is still time. Give me a call if you have any questions about session suitability. I can’t  

wait to see everyone. All of the hounds, pugs, cats, and  horses will be very excited too (oh, yes, 

don’t forget the donkey, Pedro). Just say “NEIGH”, or “HEEHAW” in Pedro’s case! See you soon. 


