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Thanks for making the summer of 2015 awesome! Camp ended a little over 2 weeks ago, and as 

always, it seems so quite. I just finished with the morning horse and animal chores, which take about 2 

hours. I got so sticky – sweaty from the humidity (nothing new this summer), that I took a 15 minute 

swim in the pool before heading down to my cabin for some lunch, and to write this letter. 

The 3 new animals this summer all fit in so well to camp life. What a variety of newbies too, with 

1 dog, 1 cat, and 1 pony. Remington, the now almost 1 year old boxer/hound that I adopted from the 

animal shelter last January, was just meant to be here. I am so glad that our paths crossed and became 

one. He was much loved by all the girls, and just has this special way of worming into everyone’s hearts, 

human and animal alike. The campers liked having a big dog allowed in the camp house, rather than just 

the cute little pugs, Trudy and Annie Sue. One camper asked me hopefully, “Will Remi always be allowed 

to come inside?” She beamed with a smile when my answer was “Yes.” He is the playful cuddler!  

Cheddar Bob (also known as Bop) the now I year old orange tabby, that I also adopted from the 

shelter last May, thinks he is royalty, reigning over all, especially Remington. They are best buds, but 

Cheddar Bob definitely has the upper hand, or should I say paw. That is how he got the nickname “Bop” 

because he bops Remington, and sometimes the horses, with his paw as a reminder that he rules over 

ALL! 

Then there is Firefly, the 4 year old prettiest little pony that I got in October 2014. How can one 

pony be so sweet at the same time as being such a feisty little spitfire? Firefly loves people, but she does 

not put up with any nonsense from the other horses. Her bold ways have worked her up near the top of 

the pecking order. Several smaller teens worked with her this summer (sometimes it pays to be small) 

and she progressed in becoming a great SMF camp pony faster than I ever could have imagined. She 

thrives on being adored and truly enjoyed being ridden with the other horses. 

Speaking of new animals, there are 2 more additions since 4 days ago. I took Counselor Cara’s 

(also known as “Clarent”, “Clairol”, “Clorox”, or any other “Cl” word) kittens, Onyx and Poupon. They are 

actually full grown at about a year old, but Cara still calls them kittens. She is starting college at UT, and 

had to find a home for them, so here they are. Onyx is a solid black, short haired female, and Poupon is 

a grey tabby, short haired male. If you have heard of the fancy mustard, “Grey Poupon”, that is how she 

chose his name. They are both very sweet, and are figuring out how life works at Shadow Mountain 

Farm. Poupon is kind of shy and unsure, so is still spending a lot of time in the tack room wall, poking his 

head out through the cracks to be petted. His sister, Onyx, is much braver and self-confident, and will 

come right up to you for attention. So there are now 5 cats with Cheddar Bob, Mooshu, and Popcorn. All 

of different colors too! 

I have been riding lots and lots since camp ended, mainly in the mountains on Rain, my pinto 

Arab/Saddlebred mare. I am conditioning her for the Big South Fork Endurance Ride which is September 

11 – 13. I want to do the 30 mile ride on her all 3 days in a row, so totaling 90 miles. In preparation, I 

have been riding her 14 to 20 miles a day for 3 consecutive days, about every 2 weeks. She feels very fit, 
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and is always willing to go. Of-course, those of you who know her, realize that liking to go is part of her 

personality. Combining that with fitness makes for one incredible horse. I feel that Rain is my kindred 

spirit. We are much alike, have a give and take relationship, and just seem to “get” each other. Though 

she is definitely not perfect, she is one of the most fun horses I have ever ridden.  

I want to end this newsletter with some positive inspiration given to us all 4
th

 Session by a 9 year 

old camper who was new to SMF. The first evening, we were eating our hotdogs, and suddenly, out of 

the blue, she said enthusiastically, “I’m so happy with my life!” It just “hit” her that she was happy to be 

at camp and looking forward to the week ahead. It made us all smile and feel good. It kind of became 

our motto for the rest of the session, and when one of us would feel particularly good we would repeat 

her quote, and it would make everyone remember to appreciate their happiness, and the moment.  

I want to give a BIG thanks to all the 2015 counselors, Julie, Stephanie, Cara, and India (and the 

visiting Demi and Kate!) The future of this world seems in pretty good hands when I think of all of you! 

I hope everyone has had a good start back to school, and that you will look back on your camp 

memories and think, “I’m so happy with my life!” I hope you can make it back to Shadow Mountain this 

fall. I look forward to seeing you. Until then, Just say “NEIGH”!!! 

                                                                                


