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It has been 2 weeks since camp ended, and as always took some time to adjust to the 

quietness and non-camp life. Summer of 2014 was great! The group dynamics of every session 

were extraordinary, all seeming like one happy “family”. There were many comments from you 

guys likewise. The dynamics between horse and rider were special too, which is what it is all 

about, this unique horse-human bond. 

I spent much of the week after camp riding in the Cumberland Mountains and Cherokee 

National Forest, totaling 72 miles on Rain, StarBoy, and Jabar. Now I have gotten back into my 

off-camp routine of teaching lessons here at SMF, and am looking forward to starting back 

teaching at STAR in September. I also have the Big South Fork Endurance Ride coming up the 

first weekend in September, always a favorite since I train a lot there. 

The hounds (Gulliver, Billy, and Clementine) and the cats (Mooshu and Popcorn) miss 

everyone. They all truly love “their” campers SO much! Gulliver still has his deer “friend”. Many 

of you witnessed him with her over the summer. I almost see them daily, standing as close as 

10 feet apart. It is so unusual and amusing to see a doe chasing a hound, and he does run from 

her. She is just protecting her fawn, who we have watched grow up this summer, from a tiny 

spotted baby to a half grown deer (his/her spots are still there, but fading). You can tell the 

Mama is not seriously worried about Gulliver, and it has become a game to him, just like when 

he barks at the horses to get them to play. Gotta love that goofy dog! 

I want to give a BIG thanks to all my terrific Camp Counselors and Camp Assistants from 

2014> Julie, Kate, Cara, BB, Demi, Katie, Steph, and Michaela. You gals are truly AWESOME! It 

has been my honor to get to watch you grow up. You hear so many negative things about the 

youth of today that it makes me feel happy to know the world is, and will be, a better place 

because you all are in it. 

I am going to end this newsletter with some writings of your own, some “feel good” 

excerpts taken from the SMF Camp Memory Book, which I will leave anonymous. 

“This session is almost over, and I am just now getting to write in the memory book. 

What can I say, living the dream life of eating, napping, and riding takes up all the hours 

of the day.” 

“I’ve grown up at Shadow Mountain and wouldn’t hesitate to call it a second home.” 

“I am not even remotely ready to go back to the real world that doesn’t contain me 

waking up to all these wonderful people and horses every morning.” 
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“I love being able to come to camp and have the opportunity to ride so many different 

horses.” 

“We just got back from trail jumps and it was so much fun. I rode Zephyr and he wanted 

to gallop the whole time.” 

“I love this camp. Everybody is so nice. My favorite horse was Salina, she was awesome, 

I can’t wait to do more.” 

“I’m in the advanced group. I’ve really improved on my jumping and cantering 

technique/skills. I can’t wait to come back next year!” 

“I love Dinero. SMF is the best. I wish I did live here. When we rode horses I was scared 

at first, then I loved it. Dinero is the best, he is good with me, Great.” 

“Rain has been my favorite and we have jumped a ton and I got to hand gallop her in 

the jump field.” 

“We determined that Pedro” (mini- donkey) “is getting fatter in his neck b/c it has no 

where to go in his stomach, and that he looks pregnant but cute.” 

“My experience at SMF has been awesome! I love all the horses, mostly StarBoy, 

Andante`, Pedro, and Dasher.” 

“Hi. I am loving my firet yere of Horse Camp. I am sleeping on the top bunk. The pony I 

rid Puff.” 

“Today is the third day and so far it has been AH-MAZING. I have been reunited with my 

absolute best friends in the whole entire world.” 

“This session is almost over which is really depressing. The show is three days away and 

I really don’t want to leave. We have all gotten so close.” 

“My time here has been so much fun. Honestly I have been laughing non-stop. I am 

excited for the last few days and the show, but I don’t want to go back to the “real 

world” yet.” 

“Do I really have to go home tomorrow? So many good memories have come out of this 

session. I never want it to end…” 
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“This session has flown by! I literally can’t believe that in less than 24 hours, we will be 

back at home and not waking up in this wonderful place. These past two weeks have 

been a blast. Best friends and horses…what more could a girl want?” 

“So far I have ridden 7 horses. I love riding different horses and working with the 

different personalities of horses is like a dream. All the campers are super nice and 

understand my horse-loving life.” 

“I love it here, for it’s the only place I can truly be myself without completely being 

judged.” 

“I should probably get to packing, but I don’t want to leave. After all these years, SMF is 

home to me. Goodbye, for now.” 

“Leaving this place breaks my heart every time. It is like my second home. Well, 

hopefully I will be back before next summer. Buttttt until then always remember 

to……………………..JUST SAY NEIGH!” 

 

 Well, since that is usually how I end my newsletters, what better way than to just leave 

it at that! Hope to see everyone at lessons or a Shadow Mountain Fall/Winter Camp! 

“EMERGENCY DISMOUNT!!!”> That will be my ending quote! 

 

  

   

 


